Recap from Philadelphia Area LUG for Group 1

Meeting – April 30, 2003

Attendees listed on sign-in sheet (separate attachment)

Due to circumstances beyond their control, Denny and Ray were unable to attend our meeting.  Denny did a fantastic job of getting a replacement to answer our questions.  Tim King was very informative.

Tim discussed and answered questions on a variety of topics:

Delivery Point Validation (DPV): Several enhancements have been made and performance has been significantly improved.  Ongoing research is continuing for performance enhancements.  There are about 100 customers using DPV.  Bill McClain from HCI questioned space requirements for DPV files; Tim will get back to us with an answer.  NCOA is now requiring DPV and MOVEFORWARD may require DPV in the near future.
Residential Delivery Indicator (RDI): This is a feature of DPV that tells you if an address if a residential or business address.  This is important for shipping costs.  This product is bundled with DPV and does not require an additional license or additional costs.
Universal Coder: This new product will incorporate Code 1 Plus, Canadian Code 1 Plus, and International Code 1 Plus.  Client Server phase is expected to be ready in May 2003.  Batch is expected to be ready in Fall 2003.  24 – 36 months out, this product is expected to replace the prior three products.
Reverse Look-up: This is a feature that will allow for more user-friendly look-up into the Code 1 data.  For example you will be able to quickly get a list of streets within a city.
License Management: Coming to Mailstream Plus in the next release, within 6 – 12 months.
Mail.dat Viewer: All Mailstream Plus customers will receive this viewer (can view data if you creating files and not sending them to anyone else without a subscription to GCA).  The viewer will browse the file, generate statements and container labels, and print bag/tray tags.  Archive capabilities are being investigated.  This product is expected to be complete in June 2003.
Early Warning System (EWS): This product allows you to download a file from the USPS for records that are to be added to the address databases, but have not been done so yet.  Basically for new construction.  FTP from the USPS may be coming in the future, it has been discussed.  Currently, you must go the USPS web site and download the file manually.

Mailstream Plus 6.3.5 - most had it up and running as of today to meet the regulatory date.  We discussed the issue that UGI had with the tray tag file.  No other problems were noted.

Code 1 Plus 2.6 - some were testing already.  Most had not implemented yet.  Jace Ingham from The Bon-Ton has successfully tested (with no parameter changes).  They are double checking the parameters to ensure that they had identified any changes needed.

Training was discussed and we decided to hold off until after the conference.  Susan Miller has been communicating with Kim Fleming at Vanguard about trying to get DOC 1 customers more involved in the group.  Susan and Kim will be meeting and discussing this at conference.  The group felt that it would be a great benefit to learn more about DOC 1 from Group 1 and also hear from companies that are using it.  This might be a good training issue in the near future.

Murali Konareddy from Aetna had some questions around JAVA interfaces to Code 1 Plus.  Tim King referred him to Tim Waggoner at Group 1.  Murali will contact Tim and let the group know what he finds out.

Our next meeting will be held at UGI on Wednesday, August 27, 2003 at 9 am.  Hope to see some of you at the conference in D.C.
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